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The West Virginia DHHR releases an annual report on vital statistics. This report details births,
deaths, population, and marriages/divorces among other data. We have been reporting on the
excess death phenomenon that appears to have begun with Covid and continued through 2021
and 2022. In our previous analyses, we have used the published vital statistics reports or
detailed data gathered from County Clerk Joe Gonzales from Wood County for the years 2011 -
2020. For 2021 & 2022 data, we have relied on CDC Weekly Provisional Death data since West
Virginia had yet to publish the vital statistics report for either of those years.

MOVCAC — Assassinations & Democide — July 2024

Democide Ignored — January 2024

Excess Deaths in 2021 & 2022 — Who Cares? — March 2023

Excess Deaths Continue in Wood County WV — October 2023

MOVCAC — November 2023 Excess Death Analysis — Wood County WV — February 2024
MOVCAC — Why Are We Ignoring Excess Death? — April 2024

MOVCAC — Ohio Excess Death Mirrors West Virginia — July 2024

At the end of June 2024, the DHHR made available online their 2021 Vital Statistics Report
dated January 2024.

WYV DHHR Vital Statistics 2011 — 2021

In the analysis below, we will look at the county data at a high level and identify concerning
trends and/or patterns. The first thing you will notice when looking at the 2021 report is that
the length of the report in 2021 has been drastically reduced. In all years through 2020, the
report was about 150 pages long. In 2021, the report is only 49 pages. Why, right after a
pandemic, do we need LESS data? Many of the supporting tables showing county level details
were removed. However, we contacted DHHR and they provided a separate spreadsheet with
detailed county level data that includes age-ranged data. Cause of Death data (ICD-10) was not
included in the report or in the data subsequently provided. We will continue to attempt to
gather cause of death data for comparison to prior years. For this analysis, we will focus on
county totals.

A separate report for each county in the state is available on our West Virginia Excess Deaths by
County website.

WYV County Level Death Analysis
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The first thing we notice looking at the statewide data is that although 2020 and 2021 had the
highest death totals in our analysis, the 2021 increase is even more alarming than the pandemic
year of 2020. In the table below each year’s percent change is calculated comparing the
current year to the prior year. There is no value in comparing 2021 to 2020 since we already
have an alarming rise in 2020 due to the pandemic. Instead, we compare 2021 to the pre-
pandemic year of 2019. The assumption is that the pandemic affected the old and
immunocompromised. One would assume that having elevated death from the pandemic and
the introduction of a vaccine, death in 2021 should begin to return to historical levels. As you
can see in the table below, this did not happen:

Total WV Percent

Year Death Change

2011 21,870

2012 21,651 -1.00%
2013 21,846 0.90%
2014 22,164 1.46%
2015 22,643 2.16%
2016 22,721 0.34%
2017 23,290 2.50%
2018 23,462 0.74%
2019 23,291 -0.73%
2020 26,108 12.09%
2021 29,402 26.24%

Data source - https://dhhr.wv.gov/HSC/SS/Vital Statistics/Pages/Vital Statistics.aspx

Not only did death in West Virginia rise again in 2021, but the increase in death was more than
twice the increase experienced in 2020 when comparing both years to the 2019 pre-pandemic
level. In addition, the increase in death for 2020 is almost 5 times larger than any increase in
the prior 9 years and the increase in 2021 (over 2019) is more than 10 times larger than any
other increase experienced.

One may be inclined to blame this increase on Covid, but the Covid data reported by DHHR
accounts for just over half of these increases.

Total Non-Covid

increase in Covid Excess

Year Death Deaths Death
2020 2,817 1,480 1,337
2021 6,111 3,585 2,526
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Covid Death Data Source — WV Vital Statistics Summary Totals West Virginia Resident Deaths
(2020 page 42, 2021 page 15)

Without even getting to the county level data, it is obvious something happened in 2020 over
and above Covid which caused alarming levels of excess death. Then, having already had our
elderly community devastated by the pandemic, 2021 saw an even more alarming level of
increase in West Virginia death.

In the table below, we have listed all fifty-five counties in West Virginia and the death
experienced in each county from 2011 through 2021.
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West Virginia Death by County
County 2011 2012 2013 214 2015 2018 2017 2012 213 2020 2021
Barbour 178 208 197 203 198 192 12 199 200 %2 m
Berkeley 221 z2s 918 %2 aes 1,050 1,051 1102 1,097 13712 1535
300 113 280 m is2 42 % 138 126 127 153 203
araxton 166 194 174 125 177 179 178 198 120 172 210
arooke ss 115 284 42 42 191 291 107 334 ECY 434
Cabeil 1,167 1,056 1234 1280 1228 1267 1359 1338 1308 13381 1608
Calhoun 3 103 EEY &5 % 72 =) 108 3 105 128
Cay 102 11 13 12 109 123 18 135 124 142 154
Doddridge 8 o) 78 0 25 s Eel 77 6 9 o5
Fayette 608 618 648 672 649 650 650 626 656 a4 210
Gilmer 73 o) 2 &7 N %0 B3| %2 s %2
Grart 141 126 131 135 135 133 120 15 167 173 12
Greenorier 520 466 443 457 495 478 00 so3 557 s 46
Hampsire 254 2% m pETS 79 254 289 245 92 312 345
Hancock g7 415 m 425 194 a0 s 443 425 540 538
Hardy 144 129 128 158 169 170 137 170 147 207 201
Harrizon 928 50 539 243 24s 8351 2251 258 921 256 1103
Jackson 315 43 128 1 354 s ECTY 384 s 197 459
Jeflerson 416 247 ECHS 477 444 e 540 00 495 614 €01
Karawha 2388 2338 2,459 2433 253 2,520 2588 2678 2513 2,948 3,124
Lewis 202 213 210 29 241 233 247 %1 m 268 352
Uncoin 285 243 258 260 2% 276 277 m 119 VL) ET
Logan 550 513 541 515 sn2 539 sn2 sss 543 &0 720
McDowell 181 1% R 05 us 137 294 n 117 66 426
Marion 642 653 628 648 714 708 705 743 m 739 223
Marshall 407 432 414 an 403 432 an 1se 412 452 s27
Mason £V 203 137 139 185 43 us 74 1%0 ECY 493
Mercer s 207 914 200 227 245 950 &2 220 1042 1,163
Mineral 119 293 EET 279 EYTS 139 EEY] 40 129 404 433
Mirgo n 43 358 a0z EET) 40 in EXTS 120 411 495
Monorgalia 649 652 663 656 708 729 ™3 732 705 218 2350
Morvoe 174 165 122 153 177 160 169 134 185 217 m
Morgan 194 159 26 205 206 242 218 2 29 2% 2719
Ncholas 141 ss 127 m i EES 158 117 151 154 438
Ohio s81 611 560 50 577 576 ss7 sn 613 63 716
Pendeton 104 103 o &7 % 3 % £ 104 125 13
Pleasants % 72 3 20 o 101 97 103 103 125
Pocahortas 91 105 16 105 107 3 103 107 15 120 135
Preston 135 £ 85 151 181 £ 195 £ iss 439 491
Putram 510 s s48 578 se8 625 631 602 656 -3 745
Raleigh o5 1071 254 258 1,088 1,049 1,029 1099 1,141 1220 1,407
Randoiph 62 ss 189 us 374 166 1ss 1s3 iz 191 435
Btce 122 123 100 132 126 108 133 133 13 137 147
faane 176 191 199 19 191 216 208 28 193 205 29
Summers 207 m 207 1%0 207 155 22 153 120 m 261
Taylor 202 179 19 174 214 202 191 208 120 253 270
Tucker %2 s w 7% 5 3 7% =) 1 125 16
Tyler 152 16 110 17 14 123 105 17 15 ) 144
Upsher 253 262 247 275 2% 08 293 254 258 05 351
Wayre 458 454 452 s21 524 05 554 s34 s 635 m
Wedster 131 128 131 14 133 17 129 126 124 19 153
Wetrel 27 m m 218 210 19 %1 s m PES n
Wit & 0 57 72 & %6 &7 64 57 =) 7
Wood 1,039 o786 1,045 1,097 1,058 1,108 1,094 1138 1112 1205 13s5
Wyom g us 152 110 m 43 113 44 17 91 e 214
w.Total ¥ 21207 e’ nss’ nas” nsa” nm” nio’ nam’ nm” za,wa

:TMMIMMWMHVMMI&A. This means that the age range detail will not reconcile to the

total numbers reported. The overall year by year comparisons will be accurate. However, any age range comparisons may
be missing some data.

The highlights in yellow indicate the two highest death total years for each county. | find it very
alarming that 2021 is one of the two highest death totals for each county over an 11-year

4 | West Virginia Statewide Summary



MOVCAC.com

period. It is also alarming that of the fifty-five counties, forty-seven experienced their highest
death total in 2021. In forty-one of the fifty-five counties 2020 and 2021 experienced the
highest death totals in the 11-year span.

In order to understand this better, the data was compiled by age ranges. The age ranges below
Twenty-five are not included in our detailed analyses. In 2021, the DHHR Vital Statistics report
no longer included the detailed data by age and county. When we received the detailed
spreadsheet from DHHR that contains the age-ranged and county detail, any value less than 5
was omitted from the detail. This change impacted these younger age ranges the most since
fewer deaths occur. For our analysis, we focused on seven age ranges:

25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65-74
75-84
85+

In the following table, you can see the total death for each age range. within each age range
column, we have highlighted each value where a new record was set. For example, in the 25-34
age range 2012, 2016, 2017, and 2020 all set new records.

West Virginia Excess Death Analysis 2011 - 2021

Calculated
Year 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85+ Total
2011 430 746 1,679 2,959 3,990 5,767 5,881 21,870
2012 439 691 1,591 3,026 4,057 5,584 5,850 21,651
2013 425 667 1,597 3,053 4,363 5,413 5,914 21,846
2014 388 709 1,557 3,161 4,467 5,480 5,979 22,164
2015 413 708 1,562 3,279 4,560 5,549 6,173 22,643
2016 478 809 1,585 3,303 4,656 5,448 6,021 22,721
2017 540 836 1,539 3,391 4,909 5,653 6,029 23,290
2018 511 770 1,540 3,380 5,002 5,824 6,055 23,462
2019 518 811 1,434 3,328 4,985 5,903 5,949 23,291
2020 620 1,010 1,680 3,629 5,755 6,612 6,417 26,108
2021 528 1,123 1,986 4,391 6,906 7,104 6,698 29,068

The first alarming thing to notice is that of the seven age ranges 2020 saw a record set in all
seven. 2021 set records in six of the seven (on top of an already record-setting pandemic year).
Why would a pandemic, that we know affected the elderly and infirmed more than the young
and healthy, cause record-setting death in every age category?
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Prior to 2020, the years with the most age-range records set were 2016 and 2017 where
records were set in the 25-34, 35-44, 55-64, and 65-74 age categories.

We know Covid is not the cause because only a little over half of these excess deaths were
reported as Covid in the DHHR Vital Statistics reports. For emphasis, the same table from page
two is shared below:

Total Non-Covid

increase in Covid Excess

Year Death Deaths Death
2020 2,817 1,480 1,337
2021 6,111 3,585 2,526

Covid Death Data Source — WV Vital Statistics Summary Totals West Virginia Resident Deaths
(2020 page 42, 2021 page 15)

Below, are separate tables for each of the age ranges at the statewide level. As you look at
your specific county report, you can use the tables below to understand how your county
experienced excess death compared to the state as a whole.

For each age range, the record is in bold red and boxed while the second highest death total in
the 11-year span is also in a box. Please note, the only age range that did not set a record in
2020 that was surpassed in 2021 was the 25-34 age range where the record was set in 2020 and
the second highest death total occurred in 2017.

Age Range 25-34 Age Range 35-44
Year Total Death Percent Year Total Death Percent

2011 430 2011 746
2012 439 2.09% 2012 691 -7.37%
2013 425 -3.19% 2013 667 -3.47%
2014 388 -8.71% 2014 709 6.30%
2015 413 6.44% 2015 708 -0.14%
2016 478 15.74% 2016 809 14.27%
2017 540 12.97% 2017 836 3.34%
2018 511 -5.37% 2018 770 -7.89%
2019 518 1.37% 2019 811 5.32%
2020 6207  14.81% 2020 1010  24.54%

2021 * 528 -14.84% 2021 * 1123 11.19%
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Age Range 45-54 Age Range 55-64 Age Range 65-74
Percent Percent Percent
Year Total Death  Change Year Total Death  Change Year Total Death  Change
2011 1679 2011 2959 2011 3990
2012 1591 -5.24% 2012 3026 2.26% 2012 4057 1.68%
2013 1597 0.38% 2013 3053 0.89% 2013 4363 7.54%
2014 1557 -2.50% 2014 3161 3.54% 2014 4467 2.38%
2015 1562 0.32% 2015 3279 3.73% 2015 4560 2.08%
2016 1585 1.47% 2016 3303 0.73% 2016 4656 2.11%
2017 1539 -2.90% 2017 3391 2.66% 2017 4909 5.43%
2018 1540 0.06% 2018 3380 -0.32% 2018 5002 1.89%
2019 1434 -6.88% 2019 3328 -1.54% 2019 4985 -0.34%
2020 1680 17.15% 2020 3629 9.04% 2020 5755 15.45%
2021 * 1986 18.21% 2021 * 4391 21.00% 2021 * 6,906 20.00%
Age Range 75-84 Age Range 85+
Percent Percent
Year Total Death  Change Year Total Death  Change
2011 5767 2011 5881
2012 5584 -3.17% 2012 5850 -0.53%
2013 5413 -3.06% 2013 5914 1.09%
2014 5480 1.24% 2014 5979 1.10%
2015 5549 1.26% 2015 6173 3.24%
2016 5448 -1.82% 2016 6021 -2.46%
2017 5653 3.76% 2017 6029 0.13%
2018 5824 3.02% 2018 6055 0.43%
2019 5903 1.36% 2019 5949 -1.75%
2020 6612 12.01% 2020 6417 7.87%
2021 * 7,104 7.44% 2021 * 6,698 4.38%

Every project I've ever worked on required an after-action review. It was during this time
where we learned lessons from the project just completed. The lessons learned were then
documented so that when a similar project occurred in the future, we avoided the potholes
encountered in the past.

Where is the after-action review by and of our policy-makers? Is record-setting death two
years in a row for the vast majority of the population not worthy of review? Did healthcare
professionals apply the most effective therapeutics? Did public health officials follow the most
effective policies? Were the rights of citizens protected? Are there mitigating factors that
occurred during the pandemic to cause ancillary deaths?

| have not heard this excess death phenomenon spoken about by any politician in the state, nor
have | heard this spotlighted in any local or state media. West Virginia lost 1,480 citizens to
Covid in 2020. We locked down the state, forced businesses to close, forced children out of
schools and when they returned, we forced them to wear face-coverings.
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As concerned as we all were with the 12% increase in death in 2020, shouldn’t we be getting to
the bottom of the 26% increase 2021?

In order to help facilitate investigations into these excess deaths, we have created a separate
report for each county highlighting any concerns found.

If these deaths concern you, | encourage you to share these reports with your state leaders.
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